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Abstract: In this article, the authors consider the activities of the Assembly of People of
Kazakhstan in the formation of the Kazakhstani model of unity and tolerance. The main task of the
Doctrine of National Unity, adopted in May 2010, is to create conditions under which representatives of
all ethnic groups and nationalities living in Kazakhstan can overcome the dominant ideas of national
identity in their minds and feel like representatives of a single whole, which can be defined as Kazakhstan
nation. At the same time, the formation of a common Kazakhstani identity should not detract from the
importance of national identity and the sociocultural values of the Kazakhs and other peoples of
Kazakhstan. These tasks define the structure of the Doctrine based on three principles:

1. One country - one fate.

2. Equal opportunities.

3. The development of the national spirit.

Thus, we come to the conclusion that throughout all the years of independence, the legal support of
interethnic and interfaith relations has been the most important direction of the national policy of the
Republic of Kazakhstan. And in this sense, the Assembly acts as a communicator, which unites society
and power in the framework of the most important area - the problems of interethnic relations.

Key words: Assembly of People of Kazakhstan, interethnic harmony, tolerance, national doctrine,
history.

The Kazakhstan model of interethnic and inter-confessional interaction in the country,
where representatives of more than 130 ethnic groups live - it is, without a doubt, a significant
achievement of both the leadership of the state and the entire society of Kazakhstan.

Currently, the world is facing very serious ethnic and intercultural conflicts. In Europe and
the USA, a crisis of multiculturalism is observed: the contradictions between the indigenous
people and the emigrants went into the stage of an open conflict, and the situation will only
worsen in the future, since a new generation of people born in Western countries and having
citizenship of these countries is forming in the emigrant environment which is not able to adapt
to society and which perceives the environment as hostile.

Against this negative background, the relevance of studying the positive Kazakhstani
experience in building an interethnic dialogue is growing significantly. Indeed, if interethnic
conflicts themselves are well studied in the scientific literature, then the positive experience of
forming an effective model of harmony and tolerance should only receive deep scientific
understanding in order to be further adapted to the conditions of other multi-ethnic states. This
explains the high relevance of studying the activities of the Assembly of People of Kazakhstan.

Kazakhstan became the first country among the CIS member states in which a unique
institution was created - the Assembly of People of Kazakhstan. This institution has largely
contributed to the establishment and adoption of the Kazakhstan model of a multi-ethnic society,
the activity of which is aimed at strengthening interethnic and interfaith harmony. The Assembly
of People of Kazakhstan , since its inception, has played a large role in strengthening peace and
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harmony between the peoples living in Kazakhstan. But in recent years, its role in Kazakhstani
society has become especially noticeable.

In May 2007, the Parliament of the Republic of Kazakhstan adopted a number of
constitutional amendments, significantly changing the role of the entire representative branch of
government. One of the most important innovations of constitutional reform is the increase in the
number of deputies to the Mazhilis of the Parliament up to 107 people, 9 of whom are elected by
the Assembly of People of Kazakhstan.

This step undoubtedly raised the role of the Assembly to a higher level. In addition, the
introduction of special seats for the Assembly by increasing the number of deputies made it
possible to represent the largest ethnic groups living in Kazakhstan in the Parliament.

Attention should be paid to the fact that the amendments to the Constitution refer to the
Assembly of People, and not the Assembly of Peoples of Kazakhstan. As you know, until that
time we had the Assembly of Peoples of Kazakhstan, formed by the Decree of the President. And
this is a fundamentally important amendment, because one may recall that our Constitution
begins with the words: “We, the people of Kazakhstan ...” [3].

We are single nation of the country. But our people are diverse in their ethnic composition.
It happened historically. And this amendment brings everything in line with the Constitution of
the Republic of Kazakhstan. In addition, it should be borne in mind that all these years the
Assemblyis headed by the Head of State N.A. Nazarbayev. And this initially emphasized the
exceptional importance of this body.

Friendship houses are successfully functioning in 10 regions of the Republic of Kazakhstan
and Almaty, and there is the Palace of Peace and Accord in Nur-Sultan, which is built on behalf
of the Head of State. The annual sessions of the Assembly of People of Kazakhstan, congresses
of world and traditional religions, and significant events are held here.

One of the main activities of the Assemblyis cross-border cooperation, interaction with
states, representatives of ethnic groups of which live in Kazakhstan.

The Assembly of People of Kazakhstan signed cooperation agreements with the All-
Russian Public Organization, the Assembly of the Peoples of Russia, the Assembly of the
Peoples of Tatarstan of the Russian Federation, and the Assembly of the People of Kyrgyzstan
on:

- prospects for intercultural dialogue;

- designation of the framework and directions of possible joint

projects;

- promoting common values and strengthening

tolerance.

Since 2010, the international project “Remembrance for the Future” has been
implemented, and the activities under the project are held annually on the eve of Remembrance
Day for victims of political repressions on May 31.

At the Eurasian National University. L.N. Gumilyov opened the Department of the
Assembly of People of Kazakhstan, the UNESCO Department of Interethnic and Religious
Tolerance. Also,the UNESCO Department at the Institute of Oriental Studies named after R.
Suleimenov is under the auspices of the Assembly.

Representatives of the Assembly visited many countries of the world to exchange
experiences. During the chairmanship of Kazakhstan in the OSCE, the Kazakhstani model of
interethnic tolerance was translated into the languages of its member states, which once again
confirms the international authority and recognition of Kazakhstan's initiatives in the field of
interethnic relations and social harmony.

To exchange experience more than 60 times, delegations from France, Germany, Great
Britain, the USA, Sweden, Turkey, China, Russia, Spain, the Netherlands, Israel and other
countries of the world applied to the ASSEMBLY Secretariat for study of experience, which
confirms the interest in the activities of the Assembly of People of Kazakhstan .

In general, the analysis of the Assembly activity revealed a number of trends in the



political life of the country, which were influenced by the Assembly.

Firstly, it is about maintaining a high level of ethnic identity among all national groups.
After the disintegration of the USSR in Kazakhstan, as in all former republics, national
movements developed, which focused on the damage caused to the cultural development of
ethnic groups in Soviet times, and called for the revival of lost traditions. The Assembly of
People of Kazakhstan and National Cultural Centers were given unofficial control over this
process.

The main goal of the Assembly was to provide all ethnic groups with equal opportunities to
preserve and develop their cultural and linguistic integrity. These measures, among other things,
were designed to help them form a high level of Kazakhstani patriotism.

In May 2010, an important step was taken towards the formation of a single Kazakhstan
nation as a civil community - the adoption of the Doctrine of National Unity "is based on the
desire to create equal opportunities and decent living conditions for all citizens of Kazakhstan,
recognition of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, awareness of responsibility for the
fate of the nation , creation and strengthening of national statehood on the ancestral Kazakh land
and other fundamental principles set forth in the Declaration on State Sovereignty, in the
constitutional law on the State Independence and in the Constitution of the Republic of
Kazakhstan™ [1].

The main objective of this document is to create conditions under which representatives of
all ethnic groups and nationalities living in Kazakhstan can overcome the dominant ideas of
national identity in their minds and feel like representatives of a single whole, which can be
defined as the Kazakhstan nation. At the same time, the formation of a common Kazakhstani
identity should not detract from the importance of national identity and the sociocultural values
of the Kazakhs and other peoples of Kazakhstan. These tasks define the structure of the Doctrine
based on three principles:

1. One country - one fate.

2. Equal opportunity.

3. The development of the national spirit.

Thus, throughout the years of independence, the legal support of interethnic and interfaith
relations has been the most important direction of the national policy of the Republic of
Kazakhstan.

The state creates a vector of development, builds a scheme, mechanisms for its
implementation, but everyday work, local interaction, solving current, situational problems is
impossible without the participation of civil society institutions. And in this sense, the Assembly
acts as a communicator, which unites society and power in the framework of the most important
area - the problems of interethnic relations.

As a result, the feeling of internal equality, the lack of separation into the main and
secondary nations makes it possible to effectively reproduce mechanisms of interfaith harmony
in Kazakhstan, including at the family level, as young people go through the entire upbringing
cycle in a situation where manifestations of intolerance and xenophobia are absolutely excluded,
and on the contrary, tolerant attitude to representatives of other religious and ethnic groups is
absolutely natural.

The largest modern politicians, spiritual leaders and representatives of public organizations
give the highest appreciation to the experience of Kazakhstan in strengthening interethnic and
interfaith harmony. This is what the activities of Kazakhstan were described by the head of the
German-Central Asian Bundestag parliamentary group, Hedi Wegener: “A country, on the
territory of which representatives of more than 130 different peoples and ethnic groups live, and
which was able to organize their peaceful life, is of great interest. The Assembly of the People is
an instrument, a bridge between them”.

“The leadership of Kazakhstan offers specific mechanisms, practical ways and measures in
the direction of development of intercultural and interreligious dialogue. The Assembly of
People of Kazakhstan is ready to cooperate with the UN in this direction,” said Deputy Chairman



of the Assembly of People of Kazakhstan E. Tugzhanov in an interview with Radio of United
Nations organization.

The creation of the Assembly was a logical continuation of the domestic and foreign
policies of Kazakhstan and its leader since independence.

Kazakhstan initially embarked on the construction of a modern, secular state committed to
the ideals of peace, tolerance and constructive dialogue. The creation of the Assembly of People
of Kazakhstan has become the institutional design of the sphere of interethnic relations in the
republic, a kind of public diplomacy body. The Assemblywas created as a fundamentally new
institution of civil society, which had no analogues at that time both in the previous Soviet era
and in modern world practice. Now it is safe to say that it was possible to avoid the politicization
of interethnic relations, to direct the potential for conflict at that time into a constructive
direction, credits given to the Assembly [2].

The most important thing for us in the Assemblyexperience is the understanding that the
problem of maintaining the interethnic balance cannot be solved only by state institutions, this
requires a broad public dialogue, the active use of civil society mechanisms.

Therefore, the instruments of state policy of Kazakhstan in the field of interethnic
relations, among which the Assemblyoccupies the most important place, should be perceived not
as a unique, but as a universal beginning, a guide to action, as a positive experience for solving
not only domestic, but also global challenges. This experience, of course, can be taken into
account or even adapted in other states of the post-Soviet space.

On April 29, 2019, at the XXVII session of the Assembly of People of Kazakhstan ,
President NursultanNazarbayev congratulated the participants on the start of work, emphasizing
the important role of the Assemblyin maintaining peace and stability in the country. - The global
world is undergoing a powerful transformation. We all understand that we are already living in a
completely new historical era. The economy, society, technology have changed dramatically. We
accept these innovations, we learn a lot, we can do a lot. But in this world of variables there is
one constant, fundamental value - the unity of society and interethnic harmony,” said Elbasy [4].

Thus, the Assembly of People of Kazakhstan is the result of the unique political innovation
of Kazakhstan. Today, her work experience is becoming attractive and useful for many countries
of the world. Today, the Constitution and Assembly of People of Kazakhstan are not just peers.
These two great values have become the foundation of stability, modernization and prosperity.
Trust, traditions, transparency, tolerance - these are the principles that formed the basis of our
multinational prosperous state.
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Tyiin: byn wmakamama Kazakcran xankbl AccaMONEsChIHBIH Ka3aKCTaHHBIH Oipimik TieH
TOJIEPAHTTHIK, YJITICIH KalbINTAacThIpy OOMBIHIIA KapacThlpbuiaasl. 2010 XKbUFEl MaMblpia KaObUIIaHFaH
YuTTeIK OipiliK JOKTPUHACHIHBIH Heri3ri MiHaeri - Kasakcrannma TypaTblH OapiiblK 3THOCTap MeEH
WIbICTAPABIH OKIUIAEpl YITTHIK OlpereiniKkTiH YCTeM HIesUIapblH ©3 CaHAChlHA KaJIBIIITACTHIPATHIH KOHE
Kasakcran nen anbIkTayra OonaTbiH OipTyTac YJITTHIH ©KUILIEpPi CHAKTHI CE31HETiH jKarnail xacay OonbIn
Tabbutazpl. CoHBIMEH Oipre, >Kajmbl Ka3aKCTaHABIK OlpereiiikTi KalbIITacThIpy YITTHIK OipereinikTin
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MaHBI3ABUIBIFBl MEH Ka3zakrap MeH Ka3zakcTaHHBIH Oacka Ja XalbIKTapbIHBIH QJIEyMETTiK-MOACHH
KYHBUIBIKTAPbIH TOMEHIETIICY1 KEPEK.
By mianerrep JlokTpuHa KypbUTBIMBIHYII KaFUAATKa HETi3ereH:

1. bip En — 6ip tarmeip.

2. TeH MyMKIHIIKTED.

3. ¥ITTHIK PyXTBIH AaMYBI.

Ocepuiaiima, 013 TOyeNCI3MIKTIH OapiblK KbBUIJAPBIHAA 3THOCAPAJBIK JKOHE KOH(ECCHsapabIK
KaTblHACTapAbl KYKBIKTHIK KaMTamachkl3 eTy Kaszakcran PecnyOnuKachl YITTBIK CasiCaThIHBIH MaHbI3IbI
OaFrbITHI OOJIIBI IET€H KOPBITBHIHABIFA KelieMi3. AccamOes OChl TYPFbIIa KOFaM MEH OWJIIKTI €H MaHBI3/IbI
0arbIT - YJITapaNbIK KaTbIHACTApP MpoOdieMaiaphl asChIHAA OIPIKTIpETIH KOMMYHHKATOP POJIIH aTKapabl.

AHHoTouMsi: B naHHOW crarbe aBTOpBI pacCMaTpHBAIOT JieaTeNbHOCTH AccamOnen Hapona
Kazaxcrana mo ¢opMHpOBaHUIO Ka3aXCTaHCKOM MOIENW €MUHCTBA U TojepaHTHOCTH. OCHOBHOM 3a/1auei,
JIOKTpHHBI HAIIMOHAIBHOTO €IWHCTBA NMpHHATOH B Mae 2010 . siBnsiercst (hopMUpOBaHHE YCIOBUH, MPH
KOTOPBIX MpPEACTABUTETN BCEX 3THOCOB M HApOJHOCTEH, mpoxkuBatommx B Kazaxcrane, cmoryr
MpeoJioNieTh B CBOEM CO3HAHWU JIOMHHAHT HJIEM HAIMOHAIBHON NPHHAUISKHOCTH M OIIYTHTH ceds
MPEICTABUTEISIMUA €IMHOTO IIEIOro, KOTOpOe MOXXHO ONpPEAeTUTh, KaK KazaxcTaHckas Hamus. [Ipu sTtom
(dbopMupoBaHHE OOIIErpakJaHCKONH Ka3aXCTAHCKOH HJICHTUYHOCTH HE JIOJDKHO YMAJSTh 3HAYCHHS
HAIIMOHAIIBHOTO CAMOCO3HAHUS U COLIMOKYJIBTYPHBIX [IEHHOCTEH Ka3axoB M Jpyrux HaponoB KaszaxcraHa.
OTH 3a/1au¥ ONPEACISIIOT CTPYKTYPY JJOKTpHHBI, OCHOBaHHYIO Ha TPEX MPUHIIHIIAX:

1. Omna cTpana — ofgHa cyapoa.

2. PaBHBIE BOBMOXHOCTH.

3. Pa3zBuTHe HAIMOHAIBLHOTO JTyXa.

TakuM 00pa3oM MBI MPHXOAWM K BBIBOAY, YTO Ha TPOTSHXKEHWU BCEX JIET HE3aBUCUMOCTH
HOPMaTHBHO-TIPaBOBOE 00eCIieueHHEe MEKITHHUECKHX U MEKKOH(ECCHOHAIBHBIX OTHOIICHUH SIBIISIIOCH
BRXHEHIIMM HAalpaBlieHHEM HalMoHaIbHOW monuTukd Pecryonmuku Kaszaxcran. M B 3ToM cMbicie
Accamb0ress BBICTYHA€T B POJIM KOMMYHHUKAaTOpa, KOTOpPBIH COENUHSET OOLIECTBO M BIACTh B paMKax
Ba)KHEHILEro HanpapeHUs: — IpoOJieMbl MEKHALMOHAJIBHBIX OTHOIIEHHH.



